
CONVERSATIONAL GUIDES
PIQ COUNSELOR RESOURCE

The purpose of the Conversational Guide is to better support counselors in guiding their students through 
common questions, such as creative writing, scene setting, and/or repeated information, when drafting their PIQ

responses. admissions.ucsb.edu/counselor-resources



Should I use creative
writing? 

Does the response
address how you

express creativity? 

Reread the Personal
Insight Question.

Yes

No

Is it relevant to who
you are in high

school?

Draft a response.

What examples can
you add to make it

relevant to who you
are in high school? 

Yes

Yes

No

ADDRESSING CREATIVE WRITING

Are you prioritizing
creativity for
substance? 
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Would creative
writing showcase

who you are in high
school? 



Can I talk about the
same thing in more

than one PIQ? 

Does the repeated
example address the

question being asked?

Reread the Personal
Insight Question.

What new
information can you
add to help address
the question being

asked?

Why are you
adding this

repeated example
to another PIQ? 

YesNo

ADDRESSING REPEATED INFORMATION

Does it help answer
the question? 

Did you share it in the
Activities & Awards

Section?

YesNo

Draft a response.

Do not repeat the
same information in
your PIQ response.

Share new and
relevant information
into your response.No

Draft a response.

Reread the
Personal Insight

Question.

Yes

Ensure the repeated
example is relevant
to who you are in

high school.

Draft a response.
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Should I “set the
scene” for my

application reader? 

No

Is it relevant to who
you are in high

school? 

Yes

Yes

ADDRESSING SCENE SETTING

No

What can you add
to make it relevant
to who you are in

high school? 

Reread the Personal
Insight Question.

Does setting the scene take
away from providing substance

& specific examples of your
experiences?

Yes

Remove the
scene setting.

NoDraft a
response.

Does scene setting
address the question

you are trying to
answer? 

Reread the Personal
Insight Question.

No

Yes
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